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Our policy priorities

Locality believes in a fair and diverse society where every neighbourhood
thrives and local people determine their future together.

Growing inequality and poverty are not inevitable. The EU referendum highlighted that many
communities have been excluded from the benefits of economic growth for decades, and
efforts to decentralise power have not gone far enough to give people a greater sense of
control over their own lives.

At Locality, we believe that our members - community anchor organisations - are uniquely
placed to provide solutions to these huge challenges. They foster self-reliance rather than
dependency, and provide communities with the resilience to cope with changing
circumstances. They play an important part in regenerating neighbourhoods and supporting
economic development. And because they are locally rooted, they can be responsive in
tackling local needs and finding creative solutions to problems.




To build a supportive environment that enables community anchor organisations to
do what they do best, at this general election we want to see all political parties
committed to:

Greater community ownership of assets

We believe
Owning assets provides a sustainable income base for community organisations, builds
community strength and reduces the burden on overstretched local authorities.

We want
A £1bn Community Asset Investment Plan, to enable more community organisations to own
and manage local assets and secure the future of our most important community buildings.

Continued devolution of power

We believe
Devolution should strengthen community involvement in local decision-making.

We want

A renewed commitment to devolving powers to local areas and giving more powers to
communities, building on the success of Neighbourhood Planning to enable people to have
more direct control over their local areas.

Keeping public services local

We believe

Big contracts and large scale outsourcing deals are harming local economies, local charities
and small businesses. Commissioning local organisations is the best way to keep our public
services at a human scale and sustainable in the face of huge pressures.

We want
An end to the unfair treatment of local community providers like our members, and a stop to
public bodies outsourcing to giant multinational organisations.

More housing owned or managed by communities

We believe

Enabling communities to manage and build the homes they want will go a long way towards
tackling our housing crisis — reducing the number of families forced to move in search of
lower prices and the number of older people pressured to relocate when they downsize.

We want
A new wave of housing owned or managed by community groups, with the Government
taking responsibility by providing capital funding and support to get started.




Election 2017: Making Locality
Members’ voices heard

Locality is the national network of ambitious and enterprising community-led organisations.
We draw on the practical experience and innovative ideas of our members to shape the
political debate and create a more supportive policy environment for community anchor
organisations.

The General Election is a huge opportunity to put our ideas front and centre, and show how
our members provide solutions to some of biggest social, economic and environmental
challenges we face.

Over the election campaign we will be:

T

Writing to all the main parties to let them know about our policy priorities and providing
briefings as they finalise their election manifestos

Campaigning publically in support of our key election asks and making the case for the
vital role community anchor organisations play at the heart of our social fabric

Mobilising our members to engage locally, providing to support for you to maximise
your impact at this critical time

Working with the Social Economy Alliance, to convene and combine the strongest
possible voice for those building a fairer society and an inclusive economy



https://www.socialenterprise.org.uk/social-economy-alliance

S top tips

Locality members become especially influential during a General Election campaign. You are
a strong part of civil society in each constituency, and candidates will want to get to know
you, the issues you face and how they can support you.

You can find out who your local candidates are and how to contact them by visiting the
Electoral Commission website.

Here are five top tips to make the most of this opportunity and put the issues we care about
on the agenda as politicians seek election across the country.

1.

Promote your work. Candidates will be all ears for great ideas and to show local people
they know who you are and support what you do, so use this opportunity to shout
about the impact you've been having.

If you are in a marginal seat, make sure you contact the top candidates. Your
potential influence increases exponentially in a marginal seat, where candidates will be
particularly keen to hear from and be seen to be listening to influential local
organisations!

Host hustings. This is a great opportunity to engage candidates on your own turf, put
important issues on the agenda, get responses to your questions and shape the local
debate.

Use Locality’s national calls but also make your own. We have set out our top four
national policy priorities we want all parties to support. Use these locally but also make
sure candidates know the key issues locally and hold them to what they say.

Promote voter registration. To vote in the General Election, people need to register
by 22 May. Locality members can be hugely important to making sure everyone has
their say by holding voter registration drives. People can register online or by post —
find out more at http://www.parliament.uk/get-involved/elections/register/



http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/faq/elections/how-do-i-find-out-who-is-standing-for-election-and-get-information-on-candidates
http://www.parliament.uk/get-involved/elections/register/

Guidance on election campaigning by
charities

When undertaking campaigning and political activity between the announcement of a




