Jess Steele

Director of Innovation, Locality

Treasurer of Hastings Pier & White Rock Trust
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Hastings Pier, White Rock, TN34 1JU

TN34 1]U is withinHastings 0098 in Castleward in Hastings local authority in the SouthEast
region.Itis on the edge of Hastings 011Cin Central St Leonards wardin Hastings local authority
in the SouthEast region.

Hastings 011C 1,661 residents Hastings 009B 1,468 residents
1,126 dwellings 1,121 dwellings
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Map showing the location of the pier, the White Rock area and the three other
Wl 2y S&Q &@Od Town,aawk geatée & St Leonards.

The black line indicates the boundaries of Central St Leonards and Castle wards,
both of which are in the 10% most deprived wards in the UK.
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Trust set up
to huy Pier

A TRUST has been set up
with a view to buying
Hastings Pier.

Pressure group The Friends of
Hastings Pier last month decided
to close and move all its assets into
a trust - the newly formed Hast-
ings Pier and White Rock Trust.

The group’s members voted
unanimously in favour of the plans
and the trust is now intent on rais-
ing the cash to take over the run-
ning of the ageing Victorian
structure.

The pier, a grade two listed
building, has been shut for more
| than a year after concerns were
raised over its safety.

Lengthy legal proceedings fol-

but, despite pressure on

ed owners Ravenclaw,

ave been done and the

naj of the attraction remains
»hul to the public.

Only the front part, known as
the apron, and the bingo hall re-
main oper

However, the new trust wants
that to ch: and once it has se-
cured the cash, most likely in the
way of heritage and lottery fund-
ing, it will push Hastings Borough
Council to carry out a compulsory
purchase order.

This means the council can
force Ravenclaw to sell it the pier
and then in turn pass it on at the
same price to the trust

A spokesman for the trust said:
| are looking at restoring the
| first two sections first which-hotd

the shops and retail areas. This will
give us an income towards repair-
ing the remaining two sections.

“First we need to put together
our business plan which we are in
the process of doing now.”

There are eight trustees driving
the plans. These are Felix Robin-
son, Jess Steel, Chris Dodwell,
Lesley Davis, John Hough, Alison
Cooper, Melanie Horton and Lau-
rence Bell

Members of the public are
being invited to join the trust and
can so by by collecting a form
from Bar Luxor on Hastings Pier,
emailing lesdv9@gmail.com or by
ringing 07913664163

The now regular Sunday Mar-
ket held on the front of the pier
will continue, and money raised
will go straight into the trust’s cof-
fers.

On the forthcoming Bank Holi-
day Monday the trust is also hold-
ing another market which will
include live music and a bouncy
castle.

There is also an open micro-
phone from 12 noon available to
local musicians on the each day of
the Bank Holiday weekend. Any-
one wanting to take part should
ring the number printed above

Give a pound to help save pier

CAMPAIGNERS trying to save
Hastings Pier are asking Hastings
residents to donate just £1 to
help secure the future of the
lonce-popular attraction.

he Victorian structure has been
closed for more than a year after
council inspectors deemed it
unsafe.
Bingo operators Stylus Sports
recently paid more than £300,000
to repair parts of the front section
of the pier and since its reopen-
ing the bingo hall has been
packed with customers.
The rest of the pier however
remains closed to the public and
owners Ravenclaw show no signs
of funding the work needed to
reopen the attraction in its entire-

ty.

The Friends of Hastings Pier have
been busy collecting signatures
for their petition which urges
Hastings Council to compulsory
purchase the pier and are now
asking residents to help raise
funds which they say would help
protect the pier’'s future.

A recent tombola held on the pier
raised more than £1,000 and the
group are now after more.

Lesley Davis, of Friends of
Hastings Pier, said: “We are ask-
ing everyone who cares about the
pier to donate £1 this week.
“Imagine, if the whole of the
Hastings population donated only

SR e

£1, we would raised £90,000 easi-
ly.

“That money would go along way
to ensuring a better future for our
pier.”

There are collection points
throughout the town, namely
Flickers in Tower Road, The
Rooms in Western Road, The
Trust in Robertson Street, Bar
Luxor on the pier itself, Cats
Whiskers in Winchelsea and
inside Priory Meadow.

On Saturday (September 8) the

Friends of Hastings Pier will be
on the pier between 10.30am and
4.30pm collecting signatures and
money.

There will also be a host of attrac-|
tions including a bouncy castle
and a unique new sculpture
which has been designed by local
wood artist Joc Hare.

For more information on the
group, the day or to sign an
online petition, visit www.friend-
sofhastingspier.com or email
fohastingspier@aol.com.

Even closed, the Pier attracts holiday crowds

HASTINGS Pier was a hive of activity

The Hastings Pier and White Rock

According to organisers most local

once again as crowds of people poured
into town fot the recent Bank Holiday
weekend.

However, despite the fact the ma-
jority of the Victorian attraction re-
mains closed on health and safety  display on the Sunday afternoon and -

grounds, the front section was still  bike themed stalls throughout Mon-
awash with tourists. day.

Trust - a group hoping to one day take
over ownership of the pier - had
arranged a series of even for what
traditionally is a bumper weekend.
These included a Mosris dancing

vigitors vo the pier took away a form to
jdin the recently formed trust.and a
tmboht raised £285 which will go
inteithe fimd’s coffers.

~ Anyone who wants maore informa-
‘tion . on the lrust shouid visit
www.hpwrt.co.uk or ring
07913664163.
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Business pair want to
huild homes on the
tloomed attraction







