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Our History – Baptism of Fire
Click image to watch the video or view on 

youtube.com/watch?v=WCCnzzu3nno
Baptism Of Fire - Henry Street Settlement

One rainy morning in 1893, Henry Street founder Lillian Wald came to the aid of a young girl whose mother lay dying in a nearby tenement after giving birth. The rest is history.

See more at henrystreet.org and TheHouseOnHenryStreet.org

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WCCnzzu3nno
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WCCnzzu3nno
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WCCnzzu3nno


Henry Street Today

• In our 132nd year of operation.
• Serve more than 50,000 individuals per 

year through social services, health care, 
and the arts

• Offer more than 50 unique programs for 
New Yorkers of all ages

• $55 million organization, 60% 
government funded, 40% private funded

• 650 full time and part time staff



• 50% of children live at or 
below the poverty line.

• 37% of households receive 
food stamps—nearly 
double the city average. 

• Ranked #1 in income 
diversity in all of New York 
City (of 59 community 
districts).

Our Neighborhood



• 18 program sites in 4 
major areas:

Health & Wellness
Education & Employment
Transitional & Supportive  
Housing
Visual & Performing Arts

Henry Street 
Headquarters

Our Neighborhood



Education and Employment

Health and Wellness

Older Adult Services 

Visual and Performing Arts

Transitional and Supportive Housing

Henry Street Services



WE ACT WITH INTEGRITY.
We strive to be honest, authentic, transparent, trustful, and 
respectful to each other and to our community. We show how much 
we value one another by being candid, including with our praise and 
constructive feedback.

WE BELIEVE IN THE POWER OF COLLABORATION.
We are better together. We seek knowledge of Henry Street’s 
programs outside of our own departments so that we can proactively 
collaborate across the agency to meet the full range of our 
participants’ needs and take action as problem solvers.

WE ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT OUR WORK.
We are proud of what we do. We are fully present and ready to step 
up, lending a hand whenever needed, and going above and beyond 
on behalf of those we serve.

WE ARE INFORMED BY OUR HISTORY.
In the spirit of our founder, Lillian Wald, we strive to follow the ethics 
she represented: to uphold human dignity; to uplift diversity in areas 
of culture, race, gender expression, and disability; and to keep a 
service mindset.

WE ARE GUIDED BY OUR COMMUNITY.
We seek opportunities to listen, reflect, and act to meet the 
most pressing needs of our community and team members. 
We put our participants front and center.

WE STRIVE TO MAKE A POSITIVE IMPACT.
Our work is mission-driven: Whether on the frontlines or 
behind the scenes, we work toward opening doors of 
opportunity, always assessing the results of our work, 
making improvements wherever possible, 
and approaching challenges with creativity and flexibility.

WE CARE FOR EACH OTHER.
We treat one another with care, grace, and compassion; 
support one another; and strive to overcome biases. 
We purposely seek avenues of inclusion, access, and equity 
for members of our team and community members who have 
experienced bias or discrimination. We are all Henry Streeters.

Henry Street Values



LISTENING TO OUR COMMUNITY 

Past

• First nurse in a public school

• First playground in NYC

Present

• Shelter aftercare

• Affordable housing development

• Emergency responses: September 11th, 
Superstorm Sandy, COVID19, 
government shutdown

Policy and Advocacy: 

Case to Cause



2019

2017

2016

2012

Historic Headquarters: 

National Landmark

NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission and Landmarks Conservancy, Ironwork Restoration

National Endowment for the Humanities, Museum Exhibition

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation interior 
and exterior restoration work on the buildings

National Trust for Historic Preservation and Municipal Arts Society, 

“Partners in Preservation” award for first energy retrofit for historic building



• 1915 Historic Playhouse (National 

Landmark)

• 1975 Abrons Arts Center

• 2025 Amphitheater Renovation

Abrons Arts Center: 

National Landmark



• Institutional and community heritage, even with absence of landmark status

• Excellence in Preservation from the Preservation League of New York State in 2020. 

• Lucy G. Moses Preservation Award from New York Landmarks Conservancy (a local city 
organization) in 2020.

Historic Firehouse



• Museum Exhibition in our Headquarters

125 tours annually, 2000 visitors

• Queer History Walking Tours

30 tours, 600 visitors

• LGBT Historic Sites Project

• Lillian Wald Symposium

• Come to the Table – Lunchtime Series

• Lillian Wald Certification

HSS Historian: Katie Vogel



Raihana Bosse
Rbosse@HenryStreet.org, 212.475.6400 x5282

Vice President, Transitional and Supportive Housing

Quanda Delande
Qdelande@HenryStreet.org, 212.353.5030

Vice President, Transitional and Supportive Housing

Jeremy Reiss
Jreiss@HenryStreet.org, 212.766.9200 x2216

Executive Vice President, Partnerships and Innovation
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